
The readings for the Feast of Pentecost 31/05/2020 
 
Gospel: John 20:19-23 
 

In the evening of the first day of the week, the doors were closed in the room 
where the disciples were, for fear of the Jews. Jesus came and stood among 
them. He said to them, ‘Peace be with you’, and showed them his hands and 
his side. The disciples were filled with joy when they saw the Lord, and he said 
to them again, ‘Peace be with you. 
‘As the Father sent me, so am I sending you.’ 
After saying this he breathed on them and said: 
‘Receive the Holy Spirit. For those whose sins you forgive, they are forgiven; 
for those whose sins you retain, they are retained.’ 
 
………………. 
First reading Acts 2:1-11 
 

When Pentecost day came round, they had all met in one room, when suddenly they heard 
what sounded like a powerful wind from heaven, the noise of which filled the entire house 
in which they were sitting; and something appeared to them that seemed like tongues of 
fire; these separated and came to rest on the head of each of them. They were all filled with 
the Holy Spirit and began to speak foreign languages as the Spirit gave them the gift of 
speech. 
    Now there were devout men living in Jerusalem from every nation under heaven, and at 
this sound they all assembled, each one bewildered to hear these men speaking his own 
language. They were amazed and astonished. ‘Surely’ they said ‘all these men speaking are 
Galileans? How does it happen that each of us hears them in his own native language? 
Parthians, Medes and Elamites; people from Mesopotamia, Judaea and Cappadocia, Pontus 
and Asia, Phrygia and Pamphylia, Egypt and the parts of Libya round Cyrene; as well as 
visitors from Rome – Jews and proselytes alike – Cretans and Arabs; we hear them 
preaching in our own language about the marvels of God.’ 
 

Second reading 1 Corinthians 12:3-7,12-13 
 

No one can say, ‘Jesus is Lord’ unless he is under the influence of the Holy Spirit. 
    There is a variety of gifts but always the same Spirit; there are all sorts of service to be 
done, but always to the same Lord; working in all sorts of different ways in different people, 
it is the same God who is working in all of them. The particular way in which the Spirit is 
given to each person is for a good purpose.  
    Just as a human body, though it is made up of many parts, is a single unit because all 
these parts, though many, make one body, so it is with Christ. In the one Spirit we were all 
baptised, Jews as well as Greeks, slaves as well as citizens, and one Spirit was given to us all 
to drink. 
 

  



ZOOM Gospel reflections – Pentecost 2020 
 
The questions we can ask about Pentecost are numerous:  

• Why didn’t this event make the Gospels?  

• Why 50 days after Easter?  

• Why is this the beginning of the Church? 

• Who was present in the room? ………………………….. and many more??? 

However, if we are to continue the reflection we have begun in these meetings, our task is 
not a critical examination of the TEXT of the Scripture, no matter how interesting we find 
the questions above.   
Tonight, we listen the Word of God so that the Spirit can touch our hearts.  In other, words if 
we wish to encounter the Word of God speaking to us today, here and now, we allowing the 
Spirit to enthuse us to discover not only the presence of God as part of our everyday lives, 
but also to give us direction to bring change in our world – so that those we reach out to 
brings God’s forgiveness to them.  If we fail to touch the hearts of others. Then in the here 
and now they will not know God’s loving forgiveness.   
Therefore, we listen to the Gospel the first time we seek to allow the words or phrase to 
stand out… we do not have to know why at this stage, rather we hold these words in our 
mind, we say them to ourselves – ponder them.  We only say the word or phrase in our 
sharing with others in the group… this is a little harder to do on Zoom.  All are encouraged 
to say a word or phrase at this time. 
The second time we listen to the Gospel, again we listen to the Word of God and stay with 
the word or the phrase.  It maybe the same word or a different one.  After again pondering 
on the word, we then ask the question – why this word Lord? What are you asking of me?  
This movement then moves not to the theory of why?  But rather we are asked to open our 
eyes to the people and situations we have encountered today – not next Sunday, but in the 
here and now.  We should stay with this engagement Jesus or the Christ for at least 5 
minutes… or more!! 
Our sharing will then take on some of the characteristics of the Gospel, therefore it places 
the Word of God into our everyday lives…. Peace, joy, being sent, reception of the Spirit, 
forgiveness, pardon are words that are meant to be absorbed into our experiences today. 
Our focus tonight on Pentecost is not its historical context. If we are interested in pursuing 
that there are courses and much reading material to enlighten us.  To prepare for this 
reflection tonight I have read from 5 different commentaries on this passage of John’s 
gospel.  Clearly it is linked with the narrative in the Acts of the Apostles and many other 
passages that refer to the coming of the Spirit as the source of our faith in the presence of 
the Father, the Son and the Spirit.  A question that comes out of these passages refers to the 
impact that Jesus as the Son of God has on our lives today.  The “speaking in tongues” 
challenges us to trust that the Spirit will enable us to reach out to others and touch them by 
the way we act, by the forgiveness that we share. In Luke’s Gospel and the Acts of the 
Apostle speaking in tongues must be intelligible!   
 

Paul Cashen msc 
  
 


