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EASTER VIGIL 

Our Lady of the Sacred Heart 

Church 

Henley Beach Parish 

11th April 2020 – ON-LINE 
 

Saturday 11 April 2020 
 

 
THE SOLEMN BEGINNING OF THE VIGIL 
Fr Paul  Greeting (standing around the fire)  

Dear brothers and sisters, 
on this most sacred night, 
in which our Lord Jesus Christ 
passed over from death to life, 
the Church calls upon her sons and daughters, 
scattered throughout the world, 
to come together to watch and pray. 
If we keep the memorial 
of the Lord’s paschal solemnity in this way, 
listening to his word and celebrating his mysteries, 
then we shall have the sure hope 
of sharing his triumph over death 
and living with him in God. 

 

Blessing of the fire 
Fr Paul Let us pray. 

 

O God, who through your Son 
bestowed upon the faithful the fire of your glory, 

sanctify ✠ this new fire, we pray, 
and grant that, 
by these paschal celebrations, 
we may be so inflamed with heavenly desires, 
that with minds made pure 
we may attain festivities of unending splendour. 
Through Christ our Lord.  Amen. 

 

Blessing of the Paschal Candle 
Fr Mac  Fr Tan holds the candle – front of altar 

1.  Christ yesterday and today; (he cuts a vertical line) 
2.  The Beginning and the End; (he cuts a horizontal line) 
3.  The Alpha; (he cuts the letter Alpha above the vertical line) 
4.  and the Omega. (he cuts the letter Omega below the vertical line) 
5.  All time belongs to him; (he cuts the first numeral of the current year in the upper 

left corner of the cross) 
6.  and all the ages. (he cuts the second numeral of the current year in the upper right 

corner of the cross) 
7.  To him be glory and power (he cuts the third numeral of the current year in the 

lower left corner of the cross) 
8.  through every age and for ever. Amen. (he cuts the fourth numeral of the current 

year in the lower right corner of the cross) 
 



2 

Fr Mac  Insert five grains of incense into the candle  
1. By his holy 
2. and glorious wounds, 
3. may Christ the Lord 
4. guard us 
5. and protect us.  

All: Amen. 
 

Lighting of paschal candle from the new fire:  
Fr Paul May the light of Christ rising in glory, dispel the darkness of our hearts and minds. 

 
Anthony  lights the altar candles from the Paschal candle using a taper 
 

Christ be our light: SUNG Choir 
 

The paschal candle is held aloft in 3 places by the priest and is placed on the candle stand in the middle 
of the sanctuary.  
 

Anthony turn all lights ON except lectern and altar downlights. 
 

The Easter Proclamation (Exsultet): SUNG Choir 

 

Star of morning Fire, Jesus Lord of Dawn 
May you find our flame still burning in the night. 
Star of morning Fire, Jesus Lord of Dawn 
May you find our flame still burning in the night. 
 
It is truly right that we should lift our hearts on song; 
Joyfully to sing the praises of the saving God. 
As one people we can recognise the gift of god: 
Jesus Christ who comes to be the price of Adam’s fall. 
This is truly feast for us when Christ the Lamb is slain 
Like the Hebrew homes of old we stand in blood again. 
Sing your joy, O Mother Church, let laughter fill your days 
Christ is risen! Glory fills the world. 
 
Star of morning Fire, Jesus Lord of Dawn 
May you find our flame still burning in the night. 
Star of morning Fire, Jesus Lord of Dawn 
May you find our flame still burning in the night. 
 

This is the night when first you set your people free. 
Leading them from slavery – dry shod through the sea! 
This is the Night in which the pillar of Your flame 
Tore apart the sinful darkness glorified Your Name!. 
This is the Night when Christians everywhere will be 
Strengthened in their Baptism, one people walking free. 
Freedom in our sinfulness, freedom in the night. 
Christ is risen! Glory fills the world. 
 

Star of morning Fire, Jesus Lord of Dawn 
May you find our flame still burning in the night. 
Star of morning Fire, Jesus Lord of Dawn 
May you find our flame still burning in the night. 
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This is the night, when Jesus. Broke the chains of death, 
Rising from the grave triumphant, living with us yet! 
What would life have been for us, if Jesus had not come? 
Father in your care for us, how endlessly you love. 
For the ransome of a slave, you gave away your Son! 
Happy was the fault that meant the birth of such a one! 
Truly we now celebrate the blessings of this night. 

Christ is risen! Glory fills the world. 
 

You are truly blessed of all night. 
Chosen by our god for the rising of the Lord! 
As the scriptures foretold. 
This Night will shine like the Day! 
 
This is the night when heaven’s wedded to the earth 
We are reconciled with God, The Night has given Birth! 
In our joy we ask you Father, hear the song we raise! 
Let our evening sacrifice be honour, thanks and praise! 
May this Easter Candle be a flame undimmed and true 
Burning like a fire in the Night that leads to You. 
May the dancing fire sing joy within our hearts. 

Christ is risen! Glory fills the world. 
 

Star of morning Fire, Jesus Lord of Dawn 
May you find our flame still burning in the night. 
Star of morning Fire, Jesus Lord of Dawn 
May you find our flame still burning in the night. 
 

Kelly Now that we have begun our solemn Vigil, 
let us listen with quiet hearts to the Word of God. 
Let us meditate on how God in times past, saved his people 
and in these, the last days, has sent us his Son as our Redeemer. 
Let us pray that our God may complete this paschal work of salvation 
by the fullness of redemption. 

 

THE LITURGY OF THE WORD 
 
A reading from the book of Genesis 1:26-31 (Marcia) 
 

 In the beginning God created the heavens and the earth. 
    God said, ‘Let us make humans in our own image, in the likeness of ourselves, and let 
them be masters of the fish of the sea, the birds of heaven, the cattle, all the wild beasts and 
all the reptiles that crawl upon the earth.’ 
 

God created humans in God’s own image,  
in the image of God they were created,  
male and female he created them. 
 

God blessed them, saying to them, ‘Be fruitful, multiply, fill the earth and conquer it. Be 
masters of the fish of the sea, the birds of heaven and all living animals on the earth.’ God 
said, ‘See, I give you all the seed-bearing plants that are upon the whole earth, and all the 
trees with seed-bearing fruit; this shall be your food. To all wild beasts, all birds of heaven 
and all living reptiles on the earth I give all the foliage of plants for food.’ And so it was. God 
saw all that was made, and indeed it was very good.     
The word of the Lord.  
 

All: Thanks be to God. 
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Psalm :  SUNG:  Holy Spirit You are Welcome here : Jesus Culture: SUNG Choir 
 

Fr Paul On the creation of man: 
 

O God, who wonderfully created human nature 
and still more wonderfully redeemed it, 
grant us, we pray, 
to set our minds against the enticements of sin, 
that we may merit to attain eternal joys. 
Through Christ our Lord. 

All: Amen. 
 
 

A reading from the book of Isaiah 54:5-14 (Marcia) 
 

Thus says the Lord: 
 

Now your creator will be your husband, 
his name, the Lord of Hosts; 
your redeemer will be the Holy One of Israel, 
and is called the God of the whole earth. 
 
Yes, like a forsaken wife, distressed in spirit, 
the Lord calls you back. 
Does a man cast off the wife of his youth? 
says your God. 
 
I did forsake you for a brief moment, 
but with great love will I take you back. 
In excess of anger, for a moment 
I hid my face from you. 
But with everlasting love I have taken pity on you, 
says the Lord, your redeemer. 
 
I am now as I was in the days of Noah 
when I swore that Noah’s waters 
should never flood the world again. 
So now I swear concerning my anger with you 
and the threats I made against you; 
 
for the mountains may depart, 
the hills be shaken, 
but my love for you will never leave you 
and my covenant of peace with you will never be shaken, 
says the Lord who takes pity on you. 
 
Unhappy creature, storm-tossed, unable to be comforted, 
see, I will set your stones on carbuncles 
and your foundations on sapphires. 
I will make rubies your battlements, 
your gates crystal, 
and your entire wall precious stones. 
Your children will all be taught by the Lord. 
The prosperity of your children will be great. 
You will be founded on integrity; 
remote from oppression, you will have nothing to fear; 
remote from terror, it will not approach you. 
 

The word of the Lord.   
All: Thanks be to God.  
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Psalm:  SUNG:  Blest be the Lord : Dan Schutte: SUNG Choir 

 
Fr Paul Let us pray. 
 

Almighty ever-living God, 
surpass, for the honour of your name, 
what you pledged to the Patriarchs by reason of their faith, 
and through sacred adoption increase the children of your promise, 
so that what the Saints of old never doubted would come to pass 
your Church may now see in great part fulfilled. 
Through Christ our Lord. 

All Amen. 
 

Fr Paul The Gloria: Spoken 
 
Fr Paul The Collect 
 

Let us pray. 
O God, who make this most sacred night radiant 
with the glory of the Lord’s Resurrection, 
stir up in your Church a spirit of adoption, 
so that, renewed in body and mind, 
we may render you undivided service. 
Through our Lord Jesus Christ, your Son, 
who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 
one God, for ever and ever.   

All: Amen. 
 

A reading from the book of Romans 6:3-11 (Dianna) 
 

When we were baptised in Christ Jesus we were baptised in his death; in 
other words, when we were baptised we went into the tomb with him 
and joined him in death, so that as Christ was raised from the dead by 
the Father’s glory, we too might live a new life. 
 
If in union with Christ we have imitated his death, we shall also imitate 
him in his resurrection. We must realise that our former selves have 
been crucified with him to destroy this sinful body and to free us from 
the slavery of sin. When a Christian dies, of course, they have finished 
with sin. 
 
But we believe that having died with Christ we shall return to life with 
him: Christ, as we know, having been raised from the dead will never die 
again. Death has no power over him any more. When he died, he died; 
once for all to sin, so his life now is life with God; and in that way, you 
too must consider yourselves to be dead to sin but alive for God in Christ 
Jesus.   
The word of the Lord.  

All: Thanks be to God. 
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Psalm:  SUNG:  117 (118):1-2,16-17,22-23: SUNG Choir 

 
Alleluia. Alleluia. Alleluia. 
 

Give thanks to the Lord for he is good, 
    for his love has no end. 
Let the sons of Israel say: 
    ‘His love has no end.’ 
 

Alleluia. Alleluia. Alleluia. 
 

The Lord’s right hand has triumphed; 
    his right hand raised me up. 
I shall not die, I shall live 
    and recount his deeds. 
 

Alleluia. Alleluia. Alleluia. 
 

The stone which the builders rejected 
    has become the corner stone. 
This is the work of the Lord, 
    a marvel in our eyes. 
 

Alleluia. Alleluia. Alleluia. 
 

Gospel Matthew 28:1-10 
Fr Mac  After the sabbath, and towards dawn on the first day of the week, Mary of Magdala and 

the other Mary went to visit the sepulchre. And all at once there was a violent earthquake, 
for the angel of the Lord, descending from heaven, came and rolled away the stone and sat 
on it. His face was like lightning, his robe white as snow. The guards were so shaken, so 
frightened of him, that they were like dead men. But the angel spoke; and he said to the 
women, ‘There is no need for you to be afraid. I know you are looking for Jesus, who was 
crucified. He is not here, for he has risen, as he said he would. Come and see the place 
where he lay, then go quickly and tell his disciples, “He has risen from the dead and now he 
is going before you to Galilee; it is there you will see him.” Now I have told you.’ Filled with 
awe and great joy the women came quickly away from the tomb and ran to tell the 
disciples. 

 
And there, coming to meet them, was Jesus. ‘Greetings’ he said. And the women came up to 

him and, falling down before him, clasped his feet. Then Jesus said to them, ‘Do not be 
afraid; go and tell my brothers that they must leave for Galilee; they will see me there.’ 

The Gospel of the Lord.    
All: Praise to you, Lord Jesus Christ. 
 

The Homily  
Fr Paul  
 

The Renewal of Baptismal Promises  
 
Fr Tan Dear brethren (brothers and sisters), through the Paschal Mystery 

we have been buried with Christ in Baptism, 
so that we may walk with him in newness of life. 
And so, now that our Lenten observance is concluded, 
let us renew the promises of Holy Baptism, 
by which we once renounced Satan and his works 
and promised to serve God in the holy Catholic Church. 
And so I ask you to join in responding to these promises. 
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Fr Tan Do you renounce sin, 
so as to live in the freedom of the children of God? 

All: I do. 
Do you renounce the lure of evil, 
so that sin may have no mastery over you? 

All: I do. 
Do you renounce Satan, 
the author and prince of sin? 

All: I do. 
 

Do you believe in God, 
the Father almighty, 
Creator of heaven and earth? 

All: I do. 
Do you believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord, who was born of the Virgin Mary, 
suffered death and was buried, rose again from the dead and is seated at the right hand of 
the Father? 

All: I do. 
Do you believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy Catholic Church, the communion of saints, the 
forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and life everlasting? 

All: I do. 
 
And may almighty God, the Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, 
who has given us new birth by water and the Holy Spirit 
and bestowed on us forgiveness of our sins, keep us by his grace, 
in Christ Jesus our Lord, for eternal life. 

All: Amen. 
 
Fr Tan Blesses the people (not with water) 
 
Kelly We will now sing together the song, Come to the Water, to remind us of the 

waters of baptism where we died with Christ to rise with Him.  
 

SONG:  Come to the Water ( Chorus, Verse, Chorus) Choir to sing 

 

Prayers of the Faithful  
 

Fr Paul Our God and Father be with us as we pray for the sick, strengthen us and help us 
all to persevere in faith. 

Kelly 
1. As we experience the Rising of Love throughout our world, may also look upon 

its wonder and proclaim: ‘indeed it is very good’.   
God of Light hear us.                  Response:  God of Light hear our prayer 
 

2. For all religions of the World, and for those with no specific religion, may we 
learn to listen to each other and be advocates for Peace and solidarity 
throughout our lands. 
God of Light hear us.                  Response:  God of Light hear our prayer 
 

3. For our World Leaders and for all of us together:  may politics and blame take a 
back seat as we support each other to navigate the way through this time of 
pandemic. 
God of Light hear us.                    Response:  God of Light hear our prayer 
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4. Teach us to have grateful hearts, to generously share our abundance, and be 
present for each other, particularly in this time of uncertainty. 
God of Light hear us.                    Response:  God of Light hear our prayer.  
 

5. On this Easter Vigil mass may we too be ‘filled with awe and great joy’ and be a 
source of Hope particularly for those who feel entombed by anxiety, fear or 
loneliness.  
God of Light hear us.                      Response:  God of Light hear our prayer 
 

6. For all who are sick or dying and for those who have died recently: may their 
Hearts rise up to meet Your embrace of Love. 
God of Light hear us.                     Response:  God of Light hear our prayer 
 
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
During this Easter mass we ask you to remember the following, whose anniversaries 
whose anniversaries are in April; 

Francesceo Carbone 
Michael Maguire 
Marissa Ziesing 

Bernadette Langston 
Dawn kerin 
John Raftery 
Kevin Brass 

We also pray for parishioners of 61 years, Don & Judy Newham who have just 
celebrated their 64th Wedding anniversary. 
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

 
 

Fr Paul God, source of all life, health and healing,  
look with compassion on our world. 
We are all troubled by the impact of the corona virus, 
protect us in your fatherly care, 
grant recovery to those suffering, 
strength to those who care for them, 
and enlighten those working to eradicate the virus. 
Through Christ our Lord. 
Amen. 

 
Kelly  Now as we move to the Liturgy of the Eucharist, today especially during this 

celebration of Easter, we remember those who are in need. Normally we would 
have a basket of non-perishable food donations for our local Vinnies Conference. 
This year we place symbols in the form of the St Vincent De Paul donation 
envelope and the project compassion box on the altar. We call for our 
parishioners to assist our local St Vincent de Paul Conference who would be 
grateful for any financial donation at this time. 

 

THE LITURGY OF THE EUCHARIST 
 
The Offertory Prayer 
 
Fr Paul Accept, we ask, O Lord, 

the prayers of your people 
with the sacrificial offerings, 
that what has begun in the paschal mysteries 
may, by the working of your power, 
bring us to the healing of eternity. 
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Through Christ our Lord. Amen. 
 

THE EUCHARISTIC PRAYER 
 

Holy Holy Holy (Choir to sing) 

 
Fr Mac The mystery of faith (SINGS) 
 

We proclaim your Death, O Lord, (Choir to sing) 

 

Amen, (Choir to sing) 

 

The Communion Rite 
 
Fr Mac The Lord’s Prayer: SUNG – Simple Chant Version 
 
Prayer for peace in our time. 

Lamb of God, (Choir to sing) 

 
Kelly: During this this time we would usually receive Holy Communion. As we are 

unable to come together, we ask that you bow your head and reflect…as we 
pray together… 

 

Jesus, I believe that you are present in the most Holy Sacrament. 
I love you and desire you above all things. 
Since I cannot receive you now in Holy Communion 
Come spiritually into my heart and soul and remain there with me forever, 
Amen 

 

Reflective music (2 mins) 

 
Prayer after Communion 
 
Fr Paul Let us pray. 

Pour out on us, O Lord, the Spirit of your love, and in your kindness make those you have 
nourished by this paschal Sacrament one in mind and heart. 
Through Christ our Lord. 

All: Amen. 
 

The Concluding Rite 
May almighty God bless you through today’s Easter Solemnity 
and, in his compassion, defend you from every assault of sin. 

All: Amen. 
 

And may he, who restores you to eternal life in the Resurrection of his Only Begotten, 
endow you with the prize of immortality. 

All: Amen. 
 

Now that the days of the Lord’s Passion have drawn to a close, may you who celebrate the 
gladness of the Paschal Feast come with Christ’s help, and exulting in spirit, to those feasts 
that are celebrated in eternal joy. 

All: Amen. 
 

Fr Noel: And may the blessing of almighty God the Father, and the Son, ✠ and the Holy Spirit, 
come down on you and remain with you for ever. 

All: Amen. 
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Kelly:  Thank you for those who have been able to drop their weekly envelope donations 
into secure box in the office porch. There are still planned giving envelopes for the 
next quarter ready for collection. After next week these will be hand delivered. 

 

Already there is a number of families within our parish community who have already 
been dramatically impacted by the loss of income and are relying on our support. 
Some families are not able to access any government support and so they are relying 
on us. If you are able then your donation can be dropped to the parish office or 
phoned through. 

 

Dismissal: Fr Mac to Sing 
Fr Mac Go forth, the Mass is ended, alleluia, alleluia, alleluia. 

 

HOSANNA: (Choir to sing)  


