
 

 

 

 

Christmas is Six Weeks away 

With the coming of the Christmas Pageant we are reminded that the festive season is not far off.  Like 

many activities during this Covid Pandemic, the pageant must be restricted to the Adelaide Oval with just 

20,000 spectators, 280,000 less than normal.  A real feeling of loss and change to the families that 

regularly attend, but it is hoped they will still gather together and watch Father Christmas arrive in 

Adelaide, as the Pageant is televised. 

At Henley we are looking forward to our own Christmas celebrations, as we quickly approach 25th of 

December;  like the pageant organisers who have had to  make changes to bringing Father Christmas to 

town, we too need to make changes in the way we deliver our celebration of the Birth of Jesus.  We have 

always been able to deliver a wonderful family mass, held at the SOS Oval for many years now, which can 

has attracted to 1000 plus people who join together on Christmas eve, to celebrate the birth of Jesus.    

Simply, we are unable to have this mass on the oval under the Covid social distancing rules.   This led us 

to discuss how we will manage our Christmas masses, so that we can provide an opportunity for 

everyone to attend mass during this very important and festive time in the church, a time when families 

come together from all parts of the country and join together for Christmas mass. 

After much consideration, the following is proposed to provide a Christmas mass for the 1200 or more 

parishioners who come to celebrate the birth of our Lord.   

From Thursday 24th Dec – Christmas Eve through to Sunday 27th Dec there is 8 masses scheduled.  

(Christmas Eve 6pm, primarily for children, 8pm, midnight, Christmas day 8am 9.30am, Boxing day 

(Sat)6pm regular Sunday mass 9.30am 5.30pm)  

It has been proposed that all 8 of these masses be delivered with the Christmas day liturgy.  They will all 

include Carols, and involvement of children, young people who come with their parents, family.  With our 

church restrictions allowing approx. 170 (we may be able to push a few extras while maintaining social 

distancing), allowing us to cater to everyone wanting to attend mass.   We must respect the law and 

recommendations in regard to Covid safe environments and we must respect the hard effort everyone 

has made this far, to keep our state a safe place to live. 

As a parish we have been very careful in hand hygiene, social distancing and not crowding together.  

There are many young and older people who have stayed away from Mass, as we encourage the 

vulnerable to keep themselves safe.   If we follow the plan above, all who wish to, will be able to be 

attend a Christmas Mass this year, at a time that suits them yet remain safe. 

This will mean booking in for Christmas mass.   It will mean some people who regularly attend a specific 

mass may need to look at another option but we are making a real effort to ensure that all masses will be 

as uplifting and fulfilling in all timeslots.    The 6pm children’s mass will use a particular child lens, 

however all children attending the other Christmas masses will be asked to dress up and come prepared 

to really enjoy and be part of the Christmas story. 

There have been many suggestions about how to celebrate Christmas together.  I thank those who have 

struggled with this dilemma and have agreed to be involved in the masses that will celebrated. 

Paul Cashen MSC PP 

 


